[Cutaneous vasculitis with necrotic ulcers in rheumatoid arthritis: treatment with anti-TNFalpha].
Anti-TNFalpha has occasionally been used in the treatment of recalcitrant forms of systemic vasculitis such as Behçet's disease, Wegener's granulomatosis and Churg-Strauss syndrome. We report on the outcome of treatment in rheumatoid arthritis patients with cutaneous vasculitis lesions on anti-TNFalpha. Two patients with rheumatoid arthritis present for several years had necrotic ulcers of the lower limbs due to cutaneous vasculitis. After the failure of various immunosuppressive drugs (cyclophosphamide, azathioprine, methotrexate), the two patients were treated with anti-TNFalpha: infliximab in the first case and adalimumab in the second. Cutaneous ulcers healed within two to four months of the start of anti-TNFalpha treatment. Despite ongoing anti-TNFalpha treatment, these cutaneous ulcers relapsed four to six months after complete healing. Initially spectacular healing of cutaneous vasculitis ulcers under anti-TNF alpha treatment followed by relapse after several months of treatment is suggestive of an escape mechanism.